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Introduction

Building your own website might seem intimidating at first, but it’s one of the most rewarding
skills you can learn in today’s digital age. Whether you’re looking to start a business, showcase
your portfolio, or create a personal blog, a website gives you a platform to connect with a global
audience. The good news? You no longer need to be a tech expert or hire expensive developers to
bring your ideas to life.

Drag-and-drop website builders have revolutionized the way websites are created. With these
tools, anyone—even complete beginners—can design and build professional-looking websites
without writing a single line of code. Instead of worrying about complex technical details, you can
focus on creating a site that reflects your unique style and purpose.

This eBook is designed to guide you step-by-step, starting from scratch. We’ll explore how to
choose the right tools, plan your content, and design a website that not only looks great but also
serves its intended purpose. Along the way, we’ll share practical tips and best practices to help you
avoid common mistakes and make the most of the tools at your disposal.

By the end of this guide, you’ll have the knowledge and confidence to create a website that meets
your needs, whether it’s a simple landing page, an online store, or a blog. This journey isn’t just
about learning a skill; it’s about empowering yourself to take control of your online presence.

So, if you’ve ever thought, “I don’t know where to start,” you’re in the right place. This guide will
show you how to start from zero and build something truly your own. Let’s dive in!
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Getting Started

Before you start building your website, it’s
essential to set a solid foundation. This involves

choosing the right tools, understanding the basics

of how websites work, and being clear about the
resources you’ll need.

Choosing the Right Builder

Drag-and-drop builders make website creation
accessible to everyone, but not all platforms are
created equal. Here are three popular options:

* WordPress: Known for its flexibility, WordPress
allows you to build anything from blogs to
e-commerce stores. While it may have a steeper
learning curve, it offers unparalleled
customization with plugins and themes.

» Wix: Ideal for beginners, Wix features a
user-friendly interface and a wide selection of
templates. It’s perfect for small businesses,
portfolios, or personal websites.

* WebWave: A lesser-known but powerful option,
WebWave is great for creative freedom and
design-focused websites.

Take time to evaluate what each platform offers
and choose one that matches your goals, budget,
and technical comfort level.
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Understanding Domain, Hosting, and Costs
Every website needs a domain (your website’s
address, like www.example.com) and hosting
(the space where your site’s files are stored).
Many drag-and-drop builders offer domain
registration and hosting as part of their
packages, simplifying the process.

Domain Costs: Domains typically cost
between RM50 - RM100 per year, with many
builders offering a free first year.

Hosting Costs: Hosting can range from RM20 -
RM60 per month, depending on the platform
and features. Builders like Wix and WebWave
include hosting in their plans.

Understanding these basics will help you
budget effectively and avoid surprises later.
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Planning Your
Website

A well-planned website not only looks better but also
functions effectively. This phase helps you clarify your goals,
structure your content, and prepare for the design process.

Setting Your Goals

Start by asking yourself:

* Is this website informational? Perfect for blogs, portfolios,
or showcasing your work.

* Is it for e-commerce? If you plan to sell products or
services, you’ll need features like shopping carts and
payment gateways.

* Isit a portfolio or personal website? Great for freelancers,
artists, or personal branding.

Your goals will influence everything, from the platform you
choose to the features you add.

Structuring Pages and Gathering Content

Think about the pages your website needs. Common
examples include:

» Home Page: Your visitors’ first impression.

» About Page: Share your story or business mission.

* Services or Products Page: Highlight what you offer.
 Contact Page: Make it easy for visitors to reach you.

Once you’ve outlined your pages, gather content like text,

images, and videos. For example:

* Write clear, concise descriptions of your services.

* Use high-quality images that reflect your brand.

* Plan any additional media, such as videos or testimonials.

* Organizing your content ahead of time will make the
building process smoother and faster.




Building Your Website
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Drag-and-Drop Basics: Customizing Pages

Drag-and-drop tools are intuitive and designed
to make website building as simple as possible.
Here’s how to get started:

1. Explore the Editor: Familiarize yourself with
the platform’s interface. Look for features
like blocks, sections, or widgets.

2. Add Pages: Create the necessary pages (e.g.,
Home, About, Contact).

3. Customize Each Page: Drag elements like text
boxes, images, or buttons into place.

4. Use Templates: If you’re short on time, start
with a pre-designed template and adjust it to
fit your needs.

5. Preview As You Go: Most builders let you see
changes in real-time, so experiment with
layouts and features.

Designing for Success

Great design isn’t just about aesthetics—it’s
about wusability and creating a positive
experience for your visitors.

Now that you’ve chosen your platform and
planned your website, it’s time to bring your ideas
to life. This section will guide you through the
steps of setting up your site, using drag-and-drop
tools, and designing with intention.

Setting Up Your Domain and Hosting

If your chosen builder includes domain and
hosting, setting these up is simple. Follow these
general steps:

1. Register Your Domain: Choose a name that’s
easy to remember and reflects your brand.

2. Connect Your Domain to Your Website: Most
platforms guide you through this process,
ensuring your website appears when visitors
type in your URL.

3. Set Up Hosting: This is typically done
automatically when you choose a website plan.

If you’re using a separate domain provider, follow
your platform’s instructions to connect it.
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Building Your Website

Choosing Colors, Fonts, and Layouts
Colors: Stick to 2-3 complementary colors. Use a

primary color for your branding and secondary
colors for accents.

Fonts: Choose fonts that are easy to read. Use one
font for headings and another for body text.

Layouts: Keep your design clean and organized.
Use grids and white space to make your content
easy to navigate.

Responsive
Web Design

nnnnn
Responsive
Web Design
[e===af = J

Ready font styles
Color palettes

Brand

Heaner
Paragraph

Header
Paragraph

Header

Paragraph Secondary

Editing text styles

Complementary .

T Normal

Neutral 1

Meutral 2 .

Additional user colors

H1 Header 1
H2 Header 2
H3 Header 3
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Add new text style

Optimizing for Mobile
With most users accessing websites on their phones,

mobile optimization is very important.

Responsive Design: Many builders automatically adjust
your site for smaller screens, but remember to
double-check each page.

Test Mobile Views: Preview your site on mobile devices
to ensure text, images, and buttons look good and
function properly.

Adjust Spacing: Ensure there’s enough space around
clickable elements to make them easy to use on
touchscreens.

By focusing on both functionality and design, you’ll
create a website that not only looks professional but
also provides an excellent user experience.
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Adding Features

Once your website’s structure and design are in Detail
place, the next step is to add features that enhance
its functionality and user experience. Whether it’s
enabling visitors to contact you, integrating social
media, or optimizing for search engines, these
features ensure your website meets the needs of ' Whorovison
your audience and achieves your goals.

Mame Email

Pheone number

Message

WhatsApp —

Email —

Facebook —

Home About us

Contact Forms and Social Links
A contact form is an essential feature for most websites. It allows visitors to reach you easily
without exposing your email address to spam. Here’s how to include one:

Most drag-and-drop builders offer pre-built contact form widgets. Drag the form onto your contact
page, customize the fields, and set it up to send submissions to your email.

Keep the form simple. Include fields for name, email, and message. Avoid asking for unnecessary
details to encourage more people to fill it out.

Adding social media links is equally important for connecting with your audience. Most platforms
have widgets for adding clickable icons that link to your profiles. Place them in your footer, header,
or contact page for easy access.



Adding Features

Blogging
A blog is a powerful tool for engaging visitors and

improving your website’s SEO. Blogs allow you to
share valuable content, establish your expertise, and
keep your site dynamic.

Use the blog feature on your chosen builder to create
posts. Drag-and-drop platforms like WordPress or
Wix have built-in editors to make this process
simple.

Post regularly to keep readers engaged. Focus on
topics relevant to your audience, such as industry
trends, tips, or how-to guides.

If blogging isn’t relevant to your site’s purpose, skip
this step and focus on other features that add value.
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SEO Essentials

Search Engine Optimization (SEQ) helps your site
rank higher in search engine results, making it
easier for people to find you. Many drag-and-drop
platforms provide basic SEO tools.

Optimize Titles and Descriptions: For each page,
write a clear, concise title and meta description
that include keywords your audience might
search for.

Use Headings Effectively: Structure your content
with headings (H1, H2, H3). This not only
improves readability but also signals to search
engines what your content is about.

Alt Text for Images: Add descriptive alt text to
your images. This helps with accessibility and
allows search engines to understand your content
better.

While SEO can get more advanced, these basics
are enough to give your website a strong start.



Adding Features

E-Commerce Essentials
If your website includes an online store, there are a
few key features to consider:

Product Pages: Use templates to showcase your
products with clear descriptions, high-quality
images, and prices.

Shopping Cart and Checkout: Ensure your
platform provides a smooth checkout experience.
Include multiple payment  options to
accommodate different customers.

Shipping and Tax Settings: If you’re selling
physical products, set up shipping rates and tax
calculations based on your location.

Builders like WordPress (with WooCommerce) and
Wix offer robust e-commerce tools, while platforms
like Shopify are designed specifically for online
stores. Take advantage of these features to create a
professional and secure shopping experience.
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Launching and Maintaining
Your Website

The moment you’ve been working toward is finally here—launching your website! But the journey doesn’t
end there. Regular updates and monitoring are essential to keep your site running smoothly and meeting
the needs of your audience.

Troubleshooting and Publishing Your Site

Before making your website live, take the time to test everything thoroughly. Start by previewing your site
on various devices, including desktops, tablets, and smartphones. This helps you confirm that the layout,
fonts, and buttons work seamlessly across different screen sizes. Pay special attention to interactive
elements like navigation menus, links, and forms to ensure they’re functioning correctly.

As you go through the website, proofread your content to catch any typos or inconsistencies. Well-written,
error-free text enhances your professionalism and credibility. Once everything checks out, it’s time to
publish! Most platforms make this straightforward with a single “Publish” button. If you’re using a custom
domain, verify that it’s properly connected so visitors can access your site without issues.
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Regular Updates and Analytics

Launching your website is only the beginning. To stay relevant, you’ll need to update and monitor it
regularly. Start by keeping your content fresh. This might involve adding new blog posts, updating product
descriptions, or refreshing your homepage to reflect seasonal promotions or news. A website that evolves
over time keeps visitors engaged and encourages them to return.

Staying on top of platform updates is also vital. Website builders frequently release updates to improve
features and security. Applying these updates promptly ensures your site remains functional and protected
against potential threats. Backups are another essential maintenance task. Whether your platform offers
automatic backups or you do it manually, keeping a copy of your website ensures you can recover it if
something goes wrong.

Analytics tools, like Google Analytics, provide valuable insights into your website’s performance. By tracking
metrics such as page views, visitor behavior, and traffic sources, you can better understand what’s working
and what needs improvement. For instance, if visitors leave a specific page quickly, it might need more
engaging content or a clearer call to action. Use these insights to refine your website and meet your
audience's needs more effectively.

11



STILL NEED HELP WITH
BUILDING YOUR
WEBSITE?

Sitecraf is a web solutions agency dedicated to helping businesses
establish their online presence with affordable, eye-catching, and
functional websites. Whether you need a simple landing page, a
professional corporate website, or an advanced e-commerce site, we’ve
got you covered. We focus on making the process easy and hassle-free,
offering services like website design, maintenance, and optional SEO
and digital marketing add-ons. At Sitecraf, we aim to bridge the gap
between quality and affordability, empowering businesses to grow and
succeed online.

Find us at

Frant .
WWW WWW.sitecraf.com

{? Sitecraf

12


https://sitecraf.com/contact

